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The Mid-Hudson Valley Civic Association of the Deaf
sithmi s the comments e the Fedsral CDommanlcations
Commisslion s {(FOC s Motild an InguivyIiNGD) on closed
aptioning vigee desoriptiorn. e alse wish to sxpress
Uy Suppor b ¢ bhe comments submi tted in response to this
HMOT trv the NMational Associztion of the Deast and the Consumsr
fAction Metwori. We applauwd the FCO on its commitment to
telecommunications access for all Americans and bthank bthe FOCO
for the opportunity to subalt these comments

IT. BEMEFITS OF CLOBED CAPTIOMING

Television provides a lifeline to the world: in the form
af news, informstion, seducation. and entertainment.  Just as
a hearing person can derive little or no benefit from
watching television with the volume off: a deaf or hard of
hearving person can derive little or no benefit from watching
a progran with no captions. Becsuse 1t 1s so intearal to
one’s understanding and enjoyment of video proagrammings
captioning nesds o become an integral pacrt of the production
of all video programming. & producer or video provider would
ot think of Pribiting a television show without ite '
sound b ithers in the future should a producer or video
provider conswoder displaving s sghow without jts
captioms,
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FespectFfully submi bted.

Edith .. Hotchkiss, Vice President
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Mid-Hudson Valley Civic Asscociation of the Deaf
F.O0. Box 4964

Poughkeepsie. N.Y. 12601

(F14) 443—-6542 (TDD)



